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Contacts: 

Emergencies Only: 

027-403-6465 or 

022-174-2334 
 

Contact Church Office  

Tues-Fri 8:30am to 4pm 

Phone: 09-627-9286 

Email:  

office@roskillbaptist.com 
 

Out of Office Hours 

Leave a message 

Phone: 09-627-9286 
 

Office Administrator 

Julie Benbrook 

Phone: 

09-627-9286  

Email: 

julie@roskillbaptist.com 
 

Senior Pastor 

Ed Karlsen 

Phone: 

09-627-9286  

Email: 

ed@roskillbaptist.com 
 

Family Pastor 

Ben O’Connor 

Phone: 

09-627-9286 

Email: 

ben@roskillbaptist.com 
 

Children’s Ministry Worker 

Halee Peng 

Email: 

children@roskillbaptist.com 
 

Financial Administrator 

Linda Wright 

Phone: 

09-627-9286  

Email: 

finance@roskillbaptist.com 
 

Prayer Line 

Felice Holloway 

Phone: 

09-627-9286 

Email: 

feliceholl544@gmail.com 
 

Sermons on Line 
www.roskillbaptist.com 

Our Purpose:  

Love God, Love one another, Serve Others in the Power of the Holy Spirit 

 

Welcome to Mt Roskill Baptist.  If you are new to the area, or visiting us 
today, we serve tea and coffee after the service, please join us. 

continued …….. 

What is Heaven? 

Myk Habets (author of “Heaven”) grew up in a conservative 

church and reflects his view about Heaven: “I wanted no to go 

to Hell more than I wanted to go to Heaven”. This may be the 

case for many, hence our thoughts are more focused on the 

“escape” than the destiny and presence of God. Past clichés 

such as angels sitting on a cloud playing a harp has not 

helped our cause for Heaven, in contrast it has become a 

common ground for the “joke tellers”. Nevertheless, Jesus 

had some stern warnings about our conduct here on Earth. 

Our behaviour and response to God will affect the outcome of 

our future: Mt 12 
26 

What good will it be for someone to gain 

the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone 

give in exchange for their soul? 
27 

For the Son of Man is going 

to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will 

reward each person according to what they have done. 

Jesus says he will prepare a place for his disciples (Jn. 14) so 

they can be with him. In the same “breath” he claims to be 

“the way”. In other words, Jesus is the “road map” to the 

Father. Only through Jesus can we find this other place we 

call Heaven. Jesus seems to be more concerned for people 

finding their way to Heaven rather than describing Heaven 

itself. There is an assumption by Jesus and his followers that 

Heaven is good. Jesus teaches us to pray: “Our Father in 

Heaven”. He calls his Father good (Mk 10:18). If the Father is 

good and Heaven is good, why isn’t there more descriptive 

Bible passages of Heaven itself? Keep reading…… 
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The in between place  (please read my previous “the mystery of death”) 

We agree, Heaven is where the Father dwells (Mt 6:9) and Jesus ascended 

(Lk. 24:51) there to be with his Father and the Angels, but, Holy Spirit is here 

on Earth (Jn. 14:26) working with and through us.  

The thief on the cross was promised to be in Paradise (Heaven) with Jesus 

(Lk 23:43). We see this same assumption by Paul who writes to Corinth that 

when they die they will be present with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:6-8). Jesus tells the 

story of Lazarus who dies and is instantly carried by the Angels to Abraham’s 

side (Lk. 16:19-31). It would seem bizarre for Jesus to tell this story without 

consideration to death and the bodily resurrection. Keeping in mind, Jesus 

claims to be the truth. The rich man is kept in Hades and he wants someone 

to send a warning out to his brothers. This story poses the problem with the 

resurrection of our bodies, and the new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17 

Rom 8:19 Rev 21). Millard Erickson claims that believers enter a state of 

blessedness (Paradise) and unbelievers are faced with Hades. Hence we 

enter the in between place called Paradise. In addition, theologian Joachim 

Jeremias claims the Gehenna (Hell) and Hades (in between) are two different 

places, likewise Paradise and future Heaven are not the same. Another 

Heaven is yet to come just like the resurrection of our bodies. If this is the 

case, we conclude that Paradise and the current Heaven (where the Father 

and Jesus dwells) are the same. Somehow, there will be a new and future 

Heaven which will be our final destiny (Rev 21) 

Describing Heaven and Paradise 

It is problematic as we start to describe Heaven since we operate under a 

whole different set of assumptions due to our physical world made up of 

matter and time. These things have rules which we obey through our general 

living, such as day and night, shelter we need for living, and clothes we wear 

for protection. The resurrected Jesus entered our sphere of living, but clearly 

with a body not subject to our rules. Jesus suddenly appears to his disciples 

in a locked room (Jn 20:18,19). Physical barriers or “matter” are no longer an 

issue for Jesus. Nor is he just a “spirit being”, because he shows the disciples 

his wounds on his hands and side. Furthermore, he can eat fish (Lk 24:42) 

after his resurrection. Jesus has a different form without limitations within our 

physical realm, therefore, we may also assume that our thoughts operate at 

another level of understanding. It maybe that our human limits fail to interpret 

Heaven and we simply fall short in describing something we cannot fully relate 

to. Yet, it is also clear that Heaven is more than a “floating state,” but a 

physical place.  
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John gives a go at describing Heaven:” precious stones, city of gold, as pure 

as glass” (Rev. 21). John’s arsenal of words is the purest and finest he can 

muster. At best we could describe Heaven as a “laser light show” or a Sci-fi 

movie of another dimension, but it is physical. I have no doubt that we would 

also fall short of describing its’ splendour, let alone our emotions. John 

simply states, there will be no more death, mourning, crying or pain and the 

old has passed away (Rev. 21:4,5).  

Another important part to ponder on is time itself. We live in time, but eternity 

is without time as we know it. However, our time interrupts Heaven, as Jesus 

states that the Angels rejoices over a sinner that is saved (Lk 12:10). The 

second coming of Christ must have a clear interruption within Heaven 

without people aging. If there is no decaying, nor can there be waste in 

Heaven………. The more we ponder on Heaven the more we get “stuck” 

because we try to interpret Heaven through earthly lenses. This has 

limitations, and perhaps the reason why we get limited information. The 

focus is God’s love and His presence which we will enjoy forever. 

It will be an amazing place for us to enjoy. 

Bring on Heaven………. 

Pastor Ed 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2018 
 

We would like to host a lunch at church 

on Christmas Day this year for those in 

our church community who would like to 

attend.  If you are interested in being 

involved with planning this or if this is 

something you think you would like to 

attend, please speak to Christiana or 

Matt Barker. 
Christiana & Matt  

 

DONATIONS FOR OP-SHOP 
 

If you have donations for the op shop could you please hold on to them until 

November as our sorting room is at capacity.  Donations can be made again 

in November. 
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2019 BUDGET 

Those who would like to ask questions concerning the 2019 budget are 

welcome to join our Finance Team on Sunday 28
th
 October after our service. 

Meet 11.30am in the seminar room (downstairs). This is a great opportunity 

for those who are interested. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM ELECTIONS FOR 2019 

My name is Shirley Deverell and along with my husband 

Roger we have been members at Mt Roskill for 18 years. We 

have three adult children, Caleb, Sarah, Matthew, daughter in 

law Bernadette and grand daughter Elissa. We have run a 

Life group for approx 15 years in our home and served the 

church in various ways. 

I have been on the Leadership team for four years, the last 6 months as 

Chair. 

I am a school dental therapist in south Auckland and recently took up the role 

of Clinical Coach for new graduates. I am passionate about treating all 

children in the clinic with compassion. 

I love Jesus, the church and serving on the leadership team and it would be a 

privilege to continue serving on the team for the next two years.  

CHURCH FAMILY MEETING - 4 NOVEMBER 2018  

All are welcome to our Family Meeting on the 4
th
 of November after our 

church service. 

Important topics we will cover: 

1. Budgets for 2019 

2. Voting on members for Leadership Team 

3. Building presentation 

4. Ministry updates & future vision/direction 

This is also a pot luck lunch, please bring along a plate of 

food to share, take your contribution down to the 

downstairs lounge when you arrive to church. 
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My name is Andrea McNickle, my husband Glenn and I have 

been members of Mt Roskill Baptist Church for 18 years, 

and have 5 adult children and 2 gorgeous grandsons. I 

served as Children’s Pastor from 2007– 2012, before 

moving into my current role as the Librarian at May Road 

School. I have been part of the Leadership Team since Nov 

2016, and took on the role of Chairperson of the Community Ministries Team 

in May of this year. I also lead a weekly Life Choices Program for 3 classes 

of Year 2-4 children at May Road School. 

I have a passion for Children’s Ministry and Community Outreach and have 

valued my time on the Leadership Team. I believe that Mt Roskill Baptist has 

a unique place in our community and many opportunities to share the gospel 

as we serve the community we are an integral part of. 

 

My name is Andrew Ferguson and I’m married to Dianne 

with two awesome kids, Rebecca and Daniel. Joined this 

Church  in 2002. Currently a high school Teacher with 

Technology and Dean. My background is Youth Work; Youth 

for Christ as the Auckland Coordinator of Rock Solid clubs. 

Also a Board member of Carey Park. I love running outdoor 

pursuits activities such as the Abseiling tower and kayaking. I have a 

Diploma in Urban Ministries, fueling my passion for relational evangelism, 

introducing youth to our Creator though creation. I have a passion for 

leadership, believing in the essence of teams. Spiritual awareness is 

important as we make more than just practical decisions. I am also 

committed to see our youth grow. I have been on the Leadership Team for 

the past two years. 

 

My name is Christian Nayagam and I have attended Mt 

Roskill Baptist Church since 2004 and in that time have been 

involved in various church activities and have built many great 

friendships. Recently my wife, Steph, and I welcomed our 

beautiful daughter Aria into our family; she is an absolute 

blessing. Currently I spend my work week at Westpac as a 

Finance Manager.  It has been an honour to serve the church as treasurer 

and to be part of the leadership team in the past. 

If I am elected for the upcoming term on the leadership team, I will strive to 

use my experience and knowledge to serve the church for God's glory. 
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ESOL ALPHA CATERING 

Opportunity to serve. Helpers required to cater lunch for attendees between 

26 October to 14 December 2018. Deliver food by 11.45am on Fridays. 

Contact Adele Little 021-423-353 or Pat Ng 021-037-7839 for more 

information.  

PARENTING COURSE - WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER, 5:30PM 

Discipline without shouting, force or fluster with Joy Sluiters. Held at MRBC. 

Gold coin donation, light refreshments provided.  See flyers for more info. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST SATURDAY 3 NOVEMBER, 8AM - 10AM 

Author, Brian Andrew who wrote ‘Grandpa’s Garden’ will be speaking at the 

Men’s Breakfast. Saturday 3rd November, 8am-10am.  Held in the church, 

downstairs lounge.  For catering purposes, please register through the 

office. 

 
LIGHT PARTY 2018 
  

Wednesday, 31st October, 6pm – 8pm  

Our annual Light Party is only 10 DAYS away! 

This is a night when we have the opportunity to 

bless our local families as we provide a safe 

alternative to the traditional Halloween 

activities.   

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 

opportunity. (Colossians 4:5)   

Plan now to come and be part of this amazing community event. 

We need people to serve at the various activities; Carnival Games, Crafts, 

BBQ, Drinks, Café, Face Painting, Nail painting, Ice creams, Bouncy 

Castles and more! 

Look out for the sign-up sheets in the foyer TODAY! 

Contact Andrea McNickle 627-1325 or amcnickle@mayroad.school.nz 

mailto:amcnickle@mayroad.school.nz
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MON 22/10 

 

LABOUR 

DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TUE 23/10 

 

Op-Shop 

9am-1pm 

 

Kindy 

8:30am-5pm 

 

Friendship 

Group 10am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Life Group 7pm 

& 7:30pm 

WED 24/10 

 

Op-Shop 

9am-1pm 

 

Kindy 

8:30am-5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life Group 7pm 

& 7:30pm 

THUR 25/10 

 

Op-Shop 

9am-1pm 

 

Kindy 

8:30am-5pm 

 

Life Choices @ 

May Rd School 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Life Group 

7:30pm 

FRI 26/10 

 

Op-Shop 

9am-1pm 

 

Kindy 

8:30am-5pm 

 

ESOL Class 

9:30-11:30am 

 

Chinese Alpha 

Course  

11:45am-1:30pm 

 

Youth  7-9pm 

Life Group 7:30pm 

SAT 27/10 

 

Op-Shop OPEN 

9:30am-1:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Life Group 2pm 

SUN 28/10 

 

Sunday 

Service 10am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Life Group 7pm 

During the Week 

CREATION CARE SEMINAR 

This event is for those with a heart for the environment regardless of where 

they are on the journey. It's a chance to connect and share with like-minded 

people. 

Saturday 10th November, 2.30pm to 4.30pm  

Downstairs Lounge, Mt Roskill Baptist Church 

Bring along your Creation Care tips, products and ideas. 

Contact Lee-anne Hill at 021 2531876 for any further details. 

 

HINDU WORLD PRAYER GUIDE - 15 DAYS OF PRAYER, OCT 28-NOV 11 

There are still some booklets available, please see Stephen Thompson if you 

would like one, cost $8.  

A DISNEY CHRISTMAS 
 

Over the next 6 weeks at Explosion and Ignite we are going to be preparing 

for the kids Christmas service. Some kids will be painting backdrops so we 

recommend they come with clothes they can paint in or something to cover 

their clothes.   For more information about this, please see the newsletter 

dated 14 October, or email Pastor Ben, ben@roskillbaptist.com 



 
 

  21 October 2018 Sunday Service 10am - Pastor Ed 

483/485 Richardson Road 

Mt Roskill 

Auckland 1041 

Phone: 09-627-9286 

E-mail: 

office@roskillbaptist.com 

www.roskillbaptist.com 

ADULT LIFE GROUPS:  Phone church office for more information 627-9286 
 

MONDAY   (Fortnightly)  

7:30pm       in Hillsborough, Chris McIntosh  
 

TUESDAY (Weekly) 

7:00pm  in Lynfield, Graeme & Sharon Hight 

7:30pm       in Te Atatu South, David & Fiona Knight  
 

WEDNESDAY  (Weekly) 

7:00pm  Various Venues, Ed & Linda Karlsen  

7:30pm  in Mt Albert, Linda Wright  

7:30pm  Various Venues, Caleb Deverell 

7:30pm  Various Venues, Matt Barker 
 

THURSDAY  (Weekly) 

7:30pm  Various Venues, Christian & Stephanie Nayagam  
 

FRIDAY  (Fortnightly) 

7:30pm  in Lynfield, Roger & Shirley Deverell  
 

SATURDAY  (Fortnightly) 

2:00pm  in Mt Roskill, Jeff Rana  
 

SUNDAY (Fortnightly) 

7:00pm  in Wesley, Stephen & Rachel Thompson 
 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP  

10am     Every Tuesday in church lounge, Colleen Sangster  
 

YOUTH -  TERM TIME ONLY 

Meet every Friday night 7pm-9pm, for years 9 to13 in the downstairs lounge.  

For more information, please email youth@roskillbaptist.com 

Mt Roskill Baptist Church 

 
ROSKILL KIDS 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
Because we see children 
as important members 
of the church family we 
like to have them 
present during worship.  
Their program begins 
about 20 minutes into 
the service. 

 

 

 

 

Primary Years 0-6 
(Church Lounge) 

 

 

 

 

 

Children aged 3 & 4 
years (Kindergarten)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children aged 0-2 years 
(Church Seminar Room) 

Live link to Sermon 

  

 

 

Students Yr7 & Yr8 
(Youth Hall) 

 

ARE YOU NEW TO MT ROSKILL BAPTIST? 
Or would you like further information?  
(Fill this form out and place in offering bag) 

 
Name: 

Phone:                              Mobile: 

Address: 

 

Email:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m Considering Roskill as my new church home 

I’m new to the area 

My contact information has changed 

I’d like to know more about Baptism 

I’d like to know more about Membership 

I’d like to know more about Giving      I would like a donor/giving number  

I’d like a visit 

 

EXPLOSION 

 
 
 
 

SPARKS 

CRECHE 

CHURCH BANK ACCOUNT # 12-3082-0073265-00 

Male/Female 


